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Red Man Syndrome During Administration of Prophylactic 
Antibiotic Against Infective Endocarditis 
 
 
Abstract 
 
Red man syndrome (RMS) is the occurrence flushing, pruritus, chest pain, muscle spasm or 
hypotension during vancomycin infusion. It usually happens as a result of rapid infusion of 
the drug but may also occur after slow administration. The frequency and severity of this 
phenomenon diminish with repeated administration of vancomycin. A case is presented 
whereby RMS occurred while prophylactic antibiotic against infective endocarditis was 
administered. 
 
 
Authors:   Ngeow, W. C.; Chai, W. L.; Moody, A. B. 
Journal:   Journal of the Irish Dental Association 
Year:   2000 
Pages:   92-94 
 
 
Keywords :   
antiinfective agent; vancomycin; antibiotic prophylaxis; article; bacterial endocarditis; case 
report; chemically induced disorder; drug hypersensitivity; fever; flushing; human; 
intravenous drug administration; male; middle aged; odontogenic cyst; pruritus; syndrome; 
Anti-Bacterial Agents; Endocarditis, Bacterial; Humans; Infusions, Intravenous; Radicular 
Cyst 
 
 
Please cite as :  
NGEOW, W. C., CHAI, W. L. & MOODY, A. B. 2000. Red man syndrome during 
administration of prophylactic antibiotic against infective endocarditis. 
Journal of the Irish Dental Association, 46, 92-94. 
 
 
URL : 
  http://www.scopus.com/inward/record.url?eid=2-s2.0-
0034573367&partnerID=40&md5=8f8d7388585cdebffc2eb409956e062b 
 
 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11323942 
 
 http://www.hopkinsguides.com/hopkins/ub/citation/11323942/Red_man_syndrome_d
uring_administration_of_prophylactic_antibiotic_against_infective_endocarditis_ 
 
 http://www.mendeley.com/research/red-man-syndrome-during-administration-
prophylactic-antibiotic-against-infective-endocarditis-2/ 
 
 http://lib.bioinfo.pl/paper:11323942 
 
